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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the Inteqrated Rlack History
Ir stitute was: (1) to educate adrministrators and teachers; and (2?2) to
develop units of instruction on the black man's contribution to
American history. Historians, curriculum experts, media specialists,
teachers, prircipals, and curriculum supervisors participated in the
construction of the units. Pight metropolitan areas and 2% classroons
were included in the study. The experimental group, which studied the
units, advanced significantly more in content than d4id the control
classes, which did not study the units. The results were cimilarly
sianificant for each subtest. Boys' lower performance on the pretest
was erased by the time of the posttest. (Author/JW)
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abstract

DO BLACK STUDIES MAKE A DIFFERUENCE 1IN ELENENTARY

SCHOOJ. PUPILS' ACHIEVEMENT AND ATYITUDES?

Marvin J. Fruth and Albert H. Yce

The University of wisconsin

iﬁ; ﬁﬁréosé‘of'ghé fnfeérafea:Blécktﬁigféry'Iﬁstitﬁté %agf
1) to cducate adimlulstrators aud teachers znd 2) to develop units
of instruction on the black man's contribution to American history.

Historians, curriculum experts, media specialists, teachevs,
principals, and curriculum supervisors participated in the con-
struction of the units, FEight metropolitan areas and twenty-five
classrooms were included in the study.

The experinental group, which studied the units, advanced
significantly more in content than did the contfol classes, which
did not study the unifs. The results vere sinilarly signifiéaut
for cach sub-test. Boys' lower performance on the p:é—test ves

erased by the time of the post-test.
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DO BLACK STUDIES MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN ELEMENTARY

SCHOOL PUPILS' ACHIEVEMENT AND ATTIZUDES?

Matvin J. Froth and Albert H. Yee

'The University of Wisconsin,

S T OBJECTIVES OF THE INQUIRY
The purpose of the Integrated Black llistory Institute vas
1) to provide teachere and administrators from predoninantly

black ghetto elemenﬁa1y schools with an understanding of the black
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man's contribution to American history and 2) to construct units
of study for elementary school children which integrate the black
experience into the major concepts of American history.
The specific objectives of the Institute were as follows:
1. To teach "Iategrated" American History to teachevs and
principals from primarily Négro urban elementary schoels.
2. To provide these teachers and principals with an opportunity
e to develop rele#ant malierials under the supervision of historians
and curriculum experts to be utilized in the inséiuctional progran

of the inner-city schocls.

3. To help Negro children improve their identity and their
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achievement through the examination and appreciation of their

herftage.
4. To give teachers a better basis for understanding the

background and life styles of their students.

*'Paper eresented at the Annual

Q. " Meetingz of the American Educa-
]El{Jf: tional Research Assooiation,

New Yok, N.Y., February 1971 .



5. To give principals a better basis for understanding the
background and life styles of their students as well as the community
with vhich they must interact if the schools are not going to be
irrelevant.

6. To fulfill a legitinate demand of the inner-city community
to include the centribution of thu hegro to American history.

7. To respond to the hcrnet Conmittee 1ndictment of the

" urban schools by attempting to improve education in the imner city.

A heavy emphasis was piaced upoﬁ the use of audio-visual

materials.

METIHODS

Since the admninistrator and teacher teams that were selected
for the Institute represented a wide range of geographical locations,
the evaluative study began with a sawple highly representative of
ghetto schools serving black people. School districts of the follow-
ing cities provided interme&iate-grade classes for the study: Beloit,
Wisconsin; Clarksdale,.Hississippi; Milwaukee; Minneapolis; New
Orleans; New York; Racine, Wisconsin; St. Louis; Washington, D. C.
Each principal cooperating with the project was asPed to furnish one
control class equivalent to each of his experimental classes except
that the control classes woyld not be exposed to the project's
units or other black studies. Although it was desired that control
classes be in another school building than the experimental classcs
to avoid indirect exposure to the units, this arrangehent wvas not

possible for most of the controls. MNowever, 1f there is any contami-
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nation of such countrol classes, the influcnce would be expected to
affect the test of hypotheses in the conservative dircction and help
emphasize the positive influence of the units if results favored
the cxpcrimehtal classes.
The sample providiug data for this evaluation included twenty-
five experimental and twenty-five control classes with Washington,
. Ci supplying the most classes of nfnéfeén,.énd Nesw Oileans; Racine,

. 'and'St. Louis supplying the lowest number of two each.

Experimeatel Desian
A pre-test/post-test control group design was established with
tvo levels for cach of two independent variables: 1) Experimental
vs. Centrol groups ond 2) pupil sex. Due to administretors' con-~
estraints in selecting classes, ideal and perfect randomization of the
sample for the first factor was not possible, as suggested above.
But analyses of pre-test measures and intervicés with teachers and
visits to al)l classes Indicated no systematic bias favoring Fxperi-
mental and Control groups in pupil and classroon chnr;cteristics.
Hith such a design, analyses of variance vere conducted for
each dependent varisble with Veldman's AVAR-23 program (1967). The

unit of analysis beiné the class, class means were used in analyses.

DATA SOURCES
Ten depeﬁdent-Variables were estéblishcd: 1) on a five-point
scale, teachers' ratings of pupils' general achievenent as compared
to typical childreﬁ of the same age (T); 2) pupils' self-concept as

measured dy a nodiffed version of an unpublished multi-dimensional
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Jtest with one hundred items developed by Pauline Sears at Stanford
.University's Laboratory of Human Davclopment (§); 3) pupils' attitude
toward school and the advantages of education (E), m2asured with a
specially-prepared tventy-item inventory; 4) pupils' 'nowledze of
content covered by the Integrated History uaits, total s.ore (C), with
two equlvalcnt tesLJ, each uith fozty-eight iteTo, and 5 10) sub~test
.scorcs for ewrh of Lhu six units in C—-Unlt r _1 « « o Unit VI. S

" Since ﬁrimgry’cdngern in this evaluvative study was pupilé' .
achievenent gains in C, maximum content‘vdlidity vas developed by
involving project historians, school administrators aud teachers, and
all staff persouncl in the writing and verification of items. Each
item vas reviewed at least four times by tiost of the participants
before 1t was conzidered relevant to the content of the unit and
testworthy.,

The battery of tests was arranged in booklet form for each
pupil. In order to control testing coﬁditions, teachers vere given
detailed instructions on hew to aduinister thé tests. To minimize
the effect of pupils"reading ability on scores, teachers vere in-
structed to read the items aloud for puplls as they read silently
and respondcd‘betwccn items.

Pre~test measuxes were obtained in the first month of the i969-
70 school year, and post-tests were adninistered in the last month
of the same school year. The fnterna) consistency of tests was found

to be satisfactory.
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. ‘ » . RESULTS

Tables 1 and 2 present results highly favorable to the objectives
of the project. Although no statistically-significant ;esults vere
found with pre-test measures for the wain effect of treatment, the
post-test results as shown indlcate that the achievement of classes
in the prellmnntal gaoup aJvanced significantly more in content (C)

than the Cont101 glasses. The results wcre sini]arly gignificant for

*. the ‘unit sub-tests (€;.¢)> analjzed separately. In analyscs with the -

biack history test measuves, therefore, all differences betveen groups
favored the Experimental gréup and the probability of obtaining them
by chance was less than two out of ten thousand,

There was a significant difference In favoring givls over bLoys
in pre~test C measures, but it becanz insignificant in post-test
measures. The change suggests that girlsi traditional superiority
in school achieveument vas somewhat erased by boys' exposﬁre to the
project's units, Classroom visltations and intervieus indicated that
boys generally showed greater Interest in the project's ﬁnits than
in ordinary studies. .

No significant differences verc found with attitudinal measures,

standarafized achievement test scores, and teachers' ratings of pupils,



TABLE 1

ANOVA Results for Posttest C Scores,
-+ Integrated. Black History Test -

e T T ey e
Experimental group vs. )
Control group (A) 1 23.53 38.10 .00001
.G6irls vs. Boys (8) ‘ 1 2,30 3.72 054
AXxB 1 .37 .60 55
Between ‘ 3 8.73
Within . 96 .62
Total 99 .86




TABLE 2

Means and Standard Deviations
for Posttest C Scores

N M SD M SD

Experimental '
(N = 25) 22,07 6.07 20,07 5.20

(N = 25) 15.82 3.73 14.46 2,63
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IMPORTARCE OI' THE STUDY

The major fmportance of this study lies in the fact that content-
valid units of instruction integrating the black expericnce with the
main concepts of American history can improve the achievenent of
black children in racially-segregaied ghetto schools. Of particular
significance wvas the performance of boys. Their louver performance
on the pre-test was erased by the timc of the post-test.
| Classroum observation indicated an enthusjiastic attitude towand
the units of Instruction on the parts of the teachers and especlally
of the children. The boys showed an enthusiasn not typical of their
general responses to the curriculum. Since attitudes comprise many
more JZmensions than %ssesscd by this study's instruments and may ye-
quire more tiue to significantly influence, the highly-positive
rosults found with the achievement test strongly indicate promise

as such work is pursued.



